 

Hi People,
Hope you’re all fine. We must strive to do the little we can while we’re still on this earth, so that even 35 years after you’re gone, you can still be remembered with appreciation…
 
Regds
Conrad (see letter to Jinja Municipal Council by Retired Permanent Secretary James Zikusooka, at the bottom, below this web story)
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Jinja to re-name road after Shaban Nkutu
Pauline Kairu & Abubaker Kirunda

Jinja

Jinja Municipal council is to rename four roads in the municipality after  eminent personalities in honour of their excellent contribution to  society.

The roads to be renamed include; Alidina which will be  renamed  Shaban Nkutu Road, Iganga Road to Henry Wako Muloki, Nizam is to be re-named after Sheik Zakaliya Keezaala and Kutch Road will be renamed after Bishop Bamwoze. Nkutu was murdered by the Idi Amin government forces on January 11, 1973.

According to the Rev. Canon James  Zikusooka, who worked under Mr Nkutu, when he was the Minister of  Works, Housing and Communications in 1967- 1971, he (Nkutu) initiated and oversaw the implementation of numerous infrastructural projects across the country.

The Rev. Zikusooka, who was permanent secretary of the Ministry of Works then, says most of Uganda’s post-colonial modern infrastructure was put in place during Nkutu’s tenure in the ministry during which period he was also MP for Busoga South East covering Bugweri County, most of Iganga District, part of Mayuge District and the whole of Bugiri District.

He represented Busoga South East in Parliament from 1962-1971 and was one of the few people from Busoga who was actively involved in leading Uganda to independence in 1962. Between 1962 and 1966, he served as parliamentary secretary to the prime minister (Economic Affairs), deputy minister of Works, deputy Minister of Education and UPC chief whip in Parliament.

“I wish to formally recommend to Jinja Municipal Council, the re-naming of Scindia Road or one of its adjoining roads such as Allidina Visram Road after Shaban Kirunda Nkutu,” reads part of the recommendation the Rev. Zikusooka  wrote to the mayor. He is also credited with the construction and of 21 hospitals during his one-year tenure as Minister of Health in 1966.
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Isabirye William said at 16 Sep 2008, 23:52
Thumps up for Jinja Town Mayor.The decision to change some of the roads' names in Jinja town is long over due.Infact on top of those mentioned,Gokhale Rd,Narambai Rd,Bell Av.,Scindia Rd,Clive Rd,Spire Rd,John Speke Rd,Grant Rd and a host of others in the municipality should be renamed.We have more personalities that have greatly contributed to the development of Busoga and the region in general. 
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Rev. Canon Eng. James M.N. Zikusooka
Globe Consortium International Ltd
P.O. Box 24323
Jinja Town
Tel: +256 772 788899
 
September 4, 2008
 
Your WorshipThe Mayor 
Jinja Municipal Council
Jinja
 
Dear Sir,
 
Re: Proposal to Re-name Scindia Road as Shaban Nkutu Memorial Road
 
I wish to formally recommend to Jinja Municipal Council, the re-naming of Scindia Road or one of its adjoining roads (such as Allidina Visram Road) after the Late Hon. Shaban Kirunda Nkutu, M.P., who was one of the greatest sons of Jinja, Busoga and Uganda in the years following independence. I wish to support my proposal with a summary of the late Minister’s achievements in the service of Uganda.
 
I served as Permanent Secretary Secretary and Engineer-in-Chief of the Ministry of Works, Housing and Communications during the period 1967-71 when Hon. Shaban Nkutu, then M.P. for Busoga South East (covering Bugweri County, most of Iganga District, part of Mayuge District and the whole of Bugiri District) was Cabinet Minister in charge of that portfolio. My late Minister initiated, planned, obtained funds for, oversaw the execution, completion, upgrade and/or maintenance of hundreds of infrastructure projects across Uganda, including, but not limited to the few I have highlighted below:
 
         Pakwach Bridge (West Nile)
         Entebbe International Airport (planned, designed and constructed entirely during his tenure)
         Soroti Flying School
         International Conference Centre and Nile Hotel (now Serena)
         The dual carriage-way from Jinja to Kakira
         Iganga-Tirinyi Road
         The Pakwach-Arua Highway
         The Ntungamo-Kabale Highway
         Most of the feeder roads in the coffee-cotton-matooke areas of Butembe and Bugabula
         The Arua-Koboko Road (West Nile)
         Kampala’s Crested Towers building
         Bugolobi Flats in Kampala
         Kampala’s Wandegeya Flats
         Kampala’s Bukoto Flats
         Over a dozen Post Offices across the country
         East African Airways
         Uganda Transport Corporation
         Peoples Transport Company
         East African Railways and Harbours
         The Jinja pier (enabling cargo from Lake Victoria to be transferred to rail and road)
         Secured funds for the upgrade of the Kampala-Mukono highway
         And many, many roads across Uganda, which I cannot comprehensively list here.
Most of Uganda’s post-colonial modern infrastructure was put in place during the time Shaban Nkutu served as Minister of Works, Housing and Communications. He represented Busoga South East in Parliament from 1962-1971 and was one of the few people from Busoga who was actively involved in leading Uganda to independence in 1962. Between 1962 and 1966, he served as Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime Minister (Economic Affairs), Deputy Minister of Works, Deputy Minister of Education and UPC Chief Whip in Parliament.
 
 During his one-year tenure as Minister of Health in 1966, the Late Hon. Shaban Nkutu oversaw the completion of construction and successful opening of 21 modern district hospitals, covering all major regions of Uganda, giving most Ugandans their first proper access to proper medical facilities.
 
Earlier, as Deputy Minister of Education, he created access to educational scholarships for many Ugandans, especially Muslims, who had been discriminated against during the colonial period. He was one of the first Muslims in Uganda to achieve a modern secular education and was a great source of pride and honour to Muslims as the second Muslim ever to serve in the country’s Cabinet after independence.
 
After the 1971 coup, Shaban lived and did business in Jinja town. He was violently murdered by Amin’s army at Gadaffi Barracks on January 11, 1973, following his broad daylight abduction from his business premises at Scindia Road. He had committed no crime and certainly, nothing can justify his extra-judicial killing. 
 
It is memorable that dozens of Jinja’s citizens – civilians - put up a brave fight for his life at Scindia Road as the soldiers and intelligence agents attempted to put him in the boot of a car. His abduction succeeded only after heavy gunfire was used by the security personnel to scatter the crowd. Amin’s soldiers ended his life that very night. The army and State Research Bureau agents dumped his body in the River Nile. It later disappeared from Jinja Hospital Mortuary in the hands of the police and he was secretly buried on an unknown date, in an unknown place (later discovered to be Mailo Mbiri Cemetery) without the knowledge of his family as “an unknown person.” 
 
Shaban’s family lived painfully with the trauma of not having buried him for 32 years until the incredible events of chance and good fortune that led to the discovery and reburial of his remains 3 years ago. The reburial of Shaban’s remains was of national significance because it was possibly the only opportunity for something near to “closure” for the families of the many victims of murder by Amin’s regime, most of whom just “disappeared” and were secretly buried.
 
The Late Hon. Shaban Nkutu lived a lawful and peaceful life, serving Ugandans initially as a teacher in Bwala, Masaka, and then as a national leader who scored the many high profile achievements I have listed above. Uganda would be a much better place today if the work he began had been continued. His murder by Idi Amin will forever remind us all of the terrible nightmare of human rights violations that occurred in the 1970s. 
 
Ugandans should treasure the memory of this independence nationalist and hard-working public servant, who endeavoured to put limited national resources to the service of all parts of the country as well as East Africa. He was committed to the development of Jinja, Busoga and Uganda and he was killed in Jinja. It is in this spirit that I urge you to re-name in his memory, Scindia Road, where he was last seen alive on that tragic day in January 1973. I propose that the road be called “Shaban Nkutu Memorial Road.”
 
Yours Faithfully,
 
 
 
Rev. Canon James M.N. Zikusooka
Former Permanent Secretary/ Engineer-In-Chief
Ministry of Works, Housing and Communications
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